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Is the situation in 
Benton Harbor, Michigan 
the future for the rest of us? 
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The gates of a shutdown auto plant in Michigan. The spreading poverty in Michigan and elsewhere 
is causing struggles like the one in Benton Harbor. See pages 2,3, and 8. 
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Democracy Under Attack 


During the 1930s, brutal fascist dictatorships 
arose, consolidated control and began their mil¬ 
itary aggression against the peoples of the earth. 
It was a process that could have been halted as 
it developed but pro fascist political leaders as¬ 
sured the people that “it’s an Asian problem - 
“it’s a European problem 44 or “it can’t happen 
here.” After ten years of war, death and destruc¬ 
tion the fascist forces were defeated. The peo¬ 
ple, those who suffered the most, declared that 
this must not happen again. 

As the world emerged from the horror of war, 
the people were urged to let the “leaders” han¬ 
dle the social and political problems. Involved 
in their individual problems, the people soon 
forgot what they paid so dearly to learn — there 
is no such thing as a local crushing of democra¬ 
cy and if it can happen “there,” it can happen 
anywhere. 

Again, economically powerful forces are 
moving to not only dominate the government, 
but to become the government. That is the foun¬ 
dation of American fascism. They see the little 
democracy that still remains in our country as 
an obstacle to their rule. They are determined to 
destroy it before the deteriorating economic 


conditions kick the people awake. Herein lies 
the importance of the struggle developing in 
Benton Harbor, Michigan. 

Fascism, like democracy, does not consoli¬ 
date from the top, from the big “important 44 
struggles. It consolidates down below — by 
gaining victory after small victory until it has 
the base for the “important” struggles. This is 
why it is so important that the revolutionary and 
democratic forces leam to confront fascist, cor¬ 
porate power at every turn. 

From time to time an attack against democra¬ 
cy is so blatant that it symbolizes the entire 
process. This is the importance of Benton Har¬ 
bor. The once stable working class community 
of Benton Harbor has been devastated by glob¬ 
alization. The industrial work force has become 
the new class of marginally or permanently un¬ 
employed. The governing bodies that once con¬ 
trolled by buying up the people’s leaders now 
turn to intimidation and brute force. This is the 
classical process and shows what is in store for 
all the workers of Michigan and finally for the 
entire country. The American people must take 
a stand before it is too late, Let’s make a stand 
at Benton Harbor! 


Fascism, like 
democracy, does 
not consolidate from 
the top, from the big 
“important” struggles. 
It consolidates down 
below - by gaining 
victory after small 
victory until it has 
the base for the 
“important” struggles. 
This is why it is so 
important that the 
revolutionary and 
democratic forces 
learn to confront 
fascist, corporate 
power at every turn. 


PEOPLE'STRIBUNE 


The People’s Tribune is a revolution¬ 
ary newspaper of and for the thou¬ 
sands of revolutionaries from all 
walks of life and perspectives. 

The People’s Tribune is devoted to 
the proposition that an economic sys¬ 
tem that can’t or won’t feed, clothe 
and house its people ought to be and 
will be changed. To that end, this 
paper is a tribune of the people. It is 
the voice of millions struggling for sur¬ 
vival. It strives to educate politically 
those millions on the basis of their 
own experience. It is a tribune to 
bring them together, to create a 
vision of a better world, and a strate¬ 
gy to achieve it. 

As a newspaper, we are organized to 
bring forth a vision of a peaceful, 
prosperous and orderly world made 
possible by the very automation and 
economic globalization that, in the 


hands of the capitalists, threaten our 
existence. We find ourselves at a 
historic moment in time as technolo¬ 
gy leads us on a path toward the 
decisive reconstruction of society. 
Who will win — the capitalists or the 
growing mass of poor— will depend 
on the revolutionaries winning the 
hearts and minds of the people to 
create a society whose fruits benefit 
all. 

We offer our pages as a vehicle for 
the new ideas rooted in our reality, 
and to be the voice of revolutionaries 
who seek to raise the consciousness 
of society. Let us gather our collec¬ 
tive experience, intelligence and 
commitment to bring forth a vision 
that changes America into a society 
“by the people, of the people, for the 
people.” 

The times call for nothing less. 
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Benton Harbor, USA - 

Taking a Stand Against Corporate Power 


T here are so many moral outrages being per¬ 
petrated today against the American people 
by the wealthy and the corporations — and 
the government they control — that it’s im¬ 
possible to keep track of them all. But we at the Peo¬ 
ple’s Tribune want to call the attention of our readers 
to a particularly outrageous attack on the people of the 
southwest Michigan town of Benton Harbor, not the 
least because it represents what is happening, or will 
happen, to the majority of the American people if we 
don’t stand up and fight. 

Benton Harbor is a town of 12,000 that is 92 
percent African American and with an unemploy¬ 
ment rate of 70 percent. It is plagued by poverty 
and police brutality, and by the arrogance of the 
Whirlpool Corporation, which is the largest em¬ 
ployer in the area and dominates the local gov¬ 
ernment. Community leaders, led by the Rev. 
Edward Pinkney of the Black Autonomy Net¬ 
work Community Organization (BANCO), orga¬ 
nized in recent months to urge voters to recall a 
city commissioner who is backed by Whirlpool. 
When the recall was successful, Pinkney was ar¬ 
rested April 18 on trumped-up “vote fraud” 
charges. If convicted, he faces up to 20 years in 
prison. 

The community is not taking this attack on its 
leaders lying down. They are actively resisting, 
with marches and rallies, and with demands for 
an investigation of the justice system in Berrien 
County. People from other parts of Michigan and 
from surrounding states have been coming to 
Benton Harbor to support this struggle. (See the 
editorial on page 2 and the article on page 8 for 
more.) 

This most recent attack on the people of Ben¬ 
ton Harbor is part of a long history of such at¬ 
tacks. In June 2003, there was an uprising in the 
city in the wake of the police killing of a young 
man. 


The corruption that is evident in Benton Harbor 

- among the police and in the judicial system, and 
in the corporate domination of local government 

- represents more than just an evil situation for 
the people of Benton Harbor. The attack on Rev. 
Pinkney represents the latest assault on democra¬ 
cy itself. We are now being told that if we dare to 
use the vote to make our will felt, our organiza¬ 
tions will be threatened and disrupted, and our 
leaders might be thrown into prison - or worse. 
Similar struggles are under way in cities and 
towns across the country, as people of all colors 
and nationalities step forward to demand that 
their government do something about the spread¬ 
ing poverty, unemployment and hopelessness in 
our country. 

Benton Harbor is just a manifestation of the 
larger situation in Michigan and in the US as a 
whole. From 2001 to 2002 alone, the number of 
people in poverty in Michigan grew by 25 per¬ 
cent, and the number has 
grown more since then. The 
loss of tens of thousands of 
manufacturing jobs, and the 
cuts in pay and social ser¬ 
vices in Michigan have af¬ 
fected millions of people, and 
there seems to be no end in 
sight. A similar scenario is 
playing out in many other 
states, and people are orga¬ 
nizing to demand a govern¬ 
ment that will represent their 
interests. 

Americans should be out¬ 
raged at what is happening in 
Benton Harbor, just on gener¬ 
al principles. This kind of 
corruption and repression 


can’t be tolerated in what is supposed to be a 
democracy. Is this the America we want? Do we 
want an impoverished America, where the right 
to speak our minds and organize ourselves to de¬ 
mand justice is gone, replaced by the open dicta¬ 
torship of the giant corporations? Or do we want 
a just and democratic America, where society is 
organized to guarantee our needs? This is what 
the struggle in Benton Harbor is about. All of us 
have a stake in the outcome. In Benton Harbor 
and in every such town across America, we must 
defend our leaders when they are attacked. We 
must make clear to the wealthy masters of our 
country that we know that they are rich precisely 
because we are poor, and that we intend to defend 
democracy and have a government that will rep¬ 
resent our interests and will do what is necessary 
to end poverty once and for all. 
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Calif. Gov. attacks democracy 


BY STEVE MILLER 


L ast November, Arnold 

Schwarzenegger was riding 
high. He had just convinced 
California voters to "clean¬ 
up" Workmans’ Comp by changing the 
state constitution. His corporate back¬ 
ers wanted this for years. These days 
everyone is denied Workmans' Comp 
unless they have legal help. 

So the Governator then declared he 
was going to privatize the pensions of 
state workers, setting a precedent for 
privatizing Social Security. State work¬ 
ers, including teachers, firemen, office 
workers, road crews and even the po¬ 
lice, would be forced to have their pen¬ 
sions turned into the stock market. 

Arnold’s usual M.O. is to do end- 
runs around the State Assembly and try 
to bully the legislative process. He 
threatened that he would “go to the 
people” if the Assembly didn’t give 
him what he wanted. Since he can't get 
his corporate-friendly schemes through 
the state legislature, Arnold calls ex¬ 
pensive special elections at the drop of 
a hat to change the state constitution. 
(See related article on page 7.) 

However, the people went to Arnold 
instead — this time in the form of the 
Nurses Union, who started a move¬ 
ment of people that dogged the Gover¬ 
nator wherever he appeared. In just a 
couple of weeks, this movement took 
on a life of its own and was becoming 
the real story at every event. 

Then the Governator’s numbers 
started dropping; currently he has a 40 
percent support rating in the polls and 
this is falling with no end in sight. It 
wasn't supposed to go this way. 
Arnold’s days of shaking hands at strip 
malls are over. Now he sneaks into his 
$100,000-a-plate fundraisers through 
the back door. He holds scripted, secret 
“public” events, like the one where state 
workers dug a pot hole so the Govema- 
tor could be photographed pushing as¬ 
phalt into it. 

Arnold apparently doesn’t have the, 
uh, ovaries to go head-to-head with the 
Nurses. In fact, his handlers realized 
that things would be a lot worse if this 
movement really jumped off. Besides, 
you ain't supposed to drive the cops out 
of the Republican Party. 

So in April, the Governator an¬ 
nounced he was not going to go after 
the pensions after all. But like dictators 
everywhere, he counter-attacked. 
Arnold and his corporate backers have 
an agenda and they intend to win. 

ARNOLD AND THE MINUTE MEN 

ust before the big Cinco de Mayo 
weekend, the Governator announced 
that the Minutemen — armed civilians 



Liz Highleyman 

Thousands protest Schwarzenegger 
in San Francisco. 



Liz Highleyman 

Hand Off the Pensions 


who patrol the Arizona border to stop 
undocumented people from crossing — 
“were doing a terrific job.” Even Bush 
has called this group “vigilantes.” But 
Arnold went him one better and invited 
them to California...as long as they 
“did not carry their guns.” 

The Minutemen were a public rela¬ 
tions action to build support for a much 
more dangerous agenda. Though a few 
of them might actually be running 
around in the desert, most certainly with 
guns, their real target was the rest of us. 

The next week Congress passed the 
second largest budgetary increase in 
history — $86 billion “to fight terror¬ 
ism.” And since anybody knows that 



Liz Highleyman 

Proud to be Union. 



Liz Highleyman 

Protesters on Pine Street 


terrorists might sneak across the border, 
they added a little amendment that le¬ 
galizes a national drivers’ license to 
fight both “illegal aliens” and 
“terrorists.” 

This document will in reality become 
a national ID card. Americans have op¬ 
posed national ID cards for years, even 
when the government tried to sneak 
them in as a “national security card” af¬ 
ter 911. 

The license will have vast applica¬ 
tions for public control that go way be¬ 
yond ID to board an airplane. It is a 
disguised trick to increase police pow¬ 
ers over everyone. Since immigrants 
won’t have this card, everyone else will 


have to prove they are citizens. You will 
have to show it regularly at the bank, to 
local government, on the airlines, to get 
a job, etc. 

Remember, Nelson Mandela went to 
jail and stayed there for 22 years be¬ 
cause of the popular opposition to na¬ 
tional ID cards in South Africa. People 
used to have large demonstrations to 
burn their ID cards in public. The Nazis 
used ID cards to good effect also. 

Of course, Arnold just hopes that this 
demagogic ploy will get his numbers 
back up. This son of a Nazi, someone 
who has spoken up in support of Hitler 
in the past, now lauds vigilantes who 
take the law into their own hands to per¬ 
secute some of the most defenseless 
people in the working class. 

He didn’t stop there. On the same 
weekend, California police attacked 
Cinco de Mayo festivals across the state 
with new equipment and tactics that 
come straight out of Baghdad. This hol¬ 
iday is for Chicanos and undocumented 
workers to show their pride of culture 
and honor their Mexican heritage. 

In Santa Rosa, for example, police 
turned the main street into a narrow 
two-lane road. Police began ticketing 
cars for tiny violations or if people were 
waving out the window. Each ticket 
stopped traffic. People got angry and 
started honking and protesting. This 
brought down more tickets. Tow trucks 
began towing cars away. Then the po¬ 
lice suddenly vanished. People ex¬ 
pressed their anger and suddenly a 
whole wave of advanced equipment, 
Humvees and the like, moved in. Omi¬ 
nously for all of us, these state-wide ac¬ 
tions were coordinated and financed by 
the Homeland Security Agency! 

THE EXTRA-LEGAL AGENDA 

ehind all the drama we can finally 
see the Governator's real agenda 
emerging. His mission is not to run 
again next year or to run for President. 
Right now, Arnold’s job is getting peo¬ 
ple accustomed to extra-legal state ac¬ 
tivity. He and his corporate backers 
really want to find out how far he can 
take this. 

Extra-legal state activity is a beloved 
tool of dictators. This is where the state 
begins to organize quasi-legal forces, 
like the Minutemen, or regularly begins 
to violate its own laws to suppress pop¬ 
ular opposition... like the nurses. This 
is one of the signature characteristics of 
fascism... and it is becoming a national 
phenomenon. 

The blatant and open stealing of the 
Presidential elections of 2000 in Flori¬ 
da and 2004 in Ohio make a mockery of 
the right to vote. The Patriot Act 

Continued on page 5 


Right now, Arnold’s job 
is getting people accustomed 
to extra-legal state activity. 
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> > > continued... 

moved broad Constitutional protections to control the political police. 
Torture has become an officially sanctioned policy. 

Both Republicans and Democrats tried to use the Schiavo case to pass 
unconstitutional legislation and then bullied the judiciary because they 
would not support it. We are witnessing a growing and consolidating 
fascism. 

This extra-legal state activity has an economic goal. It is to change 
the historic role of government by eliminating and privatizing every pro¬ 
gram that helps people. 

It is increasingly obvious that the Governator really can't govern at 
all. He disdains the legislative process, doesn't really care about it and 
doesn't know how it works anyway. When he became governor, Arnold 
stated that he would not raise taxes. Now he has to produce a budget by 
July 1 and once again he won't be able to do it. Meanwhile, people 
across California are calling for increasing taxes on the rich. 

So now Arnold has declared a special election in November to push 
five of his favorite anti-labor, anti-democratic reforms. He is staking his 
career on putting on the ballot three amendments to the state constitu¬ 
tion. 

The demagoguery, the privatizing, the extra-legal activity, the sys¬ 


tematic looting and bankrupting of government at the federal, state 
and local levels are new and exceptionally dangerous actions. 
Americans have not seen assaults on their rights like this be¬ 
fore. Every thinking person needs to assess the kind 
of future that is being prepared for us. 

The goal is to establish a new kind of government 
in the United States. Government "of, by and for 
the people" is being replaced by one that is run 
strictly in the interests of the largest corpo- 


he 

special 
election 
California Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger wants will 
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rations. This can still be fought, but it / cost the state an extra $70 to 
will take concerted action, as the / $80 million, even though Arnold 
Nurses have shown, to oppose / claims California is drowning in debt 
each and every manifestation / and a regular election is scheduled for 
of this agenda which / June 2006. The expense would cover 4 mil- 
promises us the very / lion textbooks, 1200 new school buses or 

destruction S health insurance for 64,725 people. 

of our lives s Never in history has a sitting governor called a 

special election to pass his own, personal ballot mea¬ 
sures. The best introduction to the Govemator's agenda 
comes from the editor of the conservative American Prospect 
Harold Meyerson, who said: "America has a problem with its 
public employees. They are not downwardly mobile enough." 
(Oakland Tribune, June 12, 2005) 
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Yes, it's true. Public employees in California average $49,27' 
a year. Not exactly a princely sum, but better than the $34,461 
that private sector workers average. What's worse, public work¬ 
ers actually still have medical benefits and old age pensions! 
They also have unions to fight in their collective interests. 

Arnold is essentially proposing a corporate take-over of the 
state. He wants to: 

1 \ Take redistricting away from the Legislature and put it 
yin the hands of appointees, who would immediately re¬ 
draw the political districts for the state. The next reapportion¬ 
ment was scheduled for 2010. This would decisively change th( 
political landscape of the entire United States. 

\ Require teachers to wait five years for tenure. OK, 

^ J Arnold, so how exactly does this one address the state's 
crumbling schools or the so-called "mountainous debt"? (The 
Governator actually opposes another ballot amendment to re¬ 
regulate the electrical industry. Ever since the $40 billion rape 
of California in 2001 by the power industry, some people actu¬ 
ally want to make sure that it doesn't happen again. So it is criti 
cal to DE-regulate the energy industry and SUVs... but we've 
got to increasingly regulate teachers and public schools!) 

Q \ Limit Proposition 98, which establishes a floor for pub- 

J J lie school spending. The small print also gives Arnold 
the power to make unilateral financial cuts in any program 
whenever he sees fit. 


4 )' 

nendm 


Arnold's corporate backers from the Business Round- 
1 table and the Chamber of Commerce propose another 
amendment to make unions get approval from every single 
member to use union funds for political purposes. This is the 
next step towards ending collective-bargaining altogether. If it 
passes, it will be the beginning of the end for unions in the Unit¬ 
ed States. 

Strangely enough, there are no restrictions on the corporate 
Political Action Committees (PACs), which are richer than most 
countries and outspend unions by dollars for every cent. No one 
is demanding that corporate employees approve how every cor¬ 
porate dollar is spent. That's the beauty of private property. 

Go to www.arnoldwatch.com for more details on 
this incredible scam! 
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Notes from the Biomedical Sciences: 

What To Do About Stem Cell Research 


BY DR. ISAAC WOLF 


O n May 24, the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives passed a bill that 
would allow taxpayer dollars 
to be used for research on 
embryos that would otherwise be dis¬ 
carded by fertility clinics. The embryos 
would be used in stem cell research, a 
growing area of medical science that 
holds the promise of new treatments for 
a variety of diseases such as 
Alzheimer’s, diabetes, Parkinson’s and 
spinal cord injuries. President Bush an¬ 
nounced that he would veto this bill and 
has reignited a debate that gained atten¬ 
tion during the last presidential cam¬ 
paign. 

stem cell is a cell that has the abili¬ 
ty to develop into any of the differ¬ 
ent cell types that make up the tissues 
and organs of the body. Early in devel¬ 
opment, a human embryo is made up of 
a hollow ball of cells called a blasto¬ 
cyst. Blastocyst cells divide and even¬ 
tually develop into all of the tissues and 
organs of a human being; this process is 
called differentiation. Embryonic stem 
cells can be grown in the laboratory 
from blastocysts and made to differenti¬ 
ate into nerve, liver, muscle, blood and 
other cells. The idea is to use the differ¬ 
entiation of stem cells to replace dam¬ 
aged tissues (such as severed spinal 
cords) and treat diseases such as Parkin¬ 
son’s disease and diabetes. 

ver 70 percent of Americans sup¬ 
port stem cell research as it has 
been effectively sold to them by the late 
Christopher Reeve, Michael J. Fox and 
the Kerry campaign. This support was 
reflected by the passage in California of 
Proposition 71, “The California Stem 
Cell Research and Cures Act.” Propo¬ 
sition 71 is a bond issue that will devote 
$3 billion to human stem cell research, 
tern cell research is an important 
new area of medical research and 
should be supported. However, there 
are dangers in just supporting the cur¬ 
rent push for stem cell research. The 
danger is illustrated by two of the key 
priorities of Proposition 71, which are 
economic development and financial 
return from royalties 

(http://www.curesforcalifornia.com). 
The California Research and Cures 
Coalition, the group leading the stem 
cell project, will patent the discoveries 
from the Proposition 71 sponsored re¬ 
search and license them to private com¬ 
panies for development and 
exploitation. Thus, the objective is to 
use public funding to explore human bi¬ 
ology in order to discover new medical 
treatments that will be used to enrich a 
few at the expense of the many. This is 
why a diverse coalition that includes the 


Democratic Party, Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and Bill Gates sup¬ 
ports stem cell research. 

he public funding - private profit 
approach contained in Proposition 
71 is modeled after another monumen¬ 
tal scientific effort, the Human Genome 
Project (HGP). It is important to under¬ 
stand the HGP so that we can determine 
how to approach stem cell research, 
he HGP began in 1990 with the 
goal of identifying the approxi¬ 
mately 25,000 genes in human DNA - 
in essence to find out what makes us 
tick. The HGP was an international ef¬ 
fort led by the U.S. Department of En¬ 
ergy and the U.S. National Institutes of 
Health and took 13 years to complete. 
This was an exciting and scientifically 
important effort that promises to give us 
keys to the development of new ways to 
prevent and treat diseases such as can¬ 
cer, Alzheimer’s, arthritis, etc. 

ut advances in biomedical science 
were not the only objective of the 
HGP. As stated on the HGP web page: 
“An important feature of the HGP pro¬ 
ject was the federal government's long¬ 
standing dedication to the transfer of 
technology to the private sector. By li¬ 
censing technologies to private compa¬ 
nies and awarding grants for innovative 
research, the project catalyzed the 
multibillion-dollar U.S. biotechnology 
industry and fostered the development 
of new medical applications.” 
{http://www.ornl.gov/sci/techre- 
sources/Human_Genome/home.shtml} 
n essence, the HGP transferred the 
discoveries from a joint public-pri¬ 
vate financed scientific project to pri¬ 
vate companies such as Celera 
Genomics, Incyte and Human Genome 
Sciences. It is important to note that the 
genes patented and transferred by the 
HGP were not invented; they were sim¬ 
ply discovered. In fact, these genes are 
the basic building blocks of the human 
organism; they are part of our very be¬ 
ing. Thus, the HGP has claimed some¬ 
thing that they did not create, human 
genes, and gave them to private compa¬ 
nies to exploit. It is fair to say that the 
medical treatments discovered using 
human genes will be too expensive for 
the majority of humankind. The result 
of the HGP is simply human exploita¬ 
tion for the enrichment and benefit of a 
few. 

he stem cell research initiatives 
which are under consideration in a 
number of states as well as the Congres¬ 
sional bill have the same approach as 
Proposition 71: the public funding-pri¬ 
vate profit program worked out during 
the HGP. Thus if you support the cur¬ 
rent stem cell funding programs, you 
are actually supporting and funding the 
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direct transfer of our biology to private 
industry. 

H owever, there is a way to support 
stem cell research and to use this 
support to drive a wedge between our¬ 
selves and the current leaders of this 
movement. The way to approach the 
debate over stem cell research is to 
frame the issue in the context of using 
publicly funded medical research for 
the benefit of all, not for the enrichment 
of a few. This can be done by demand¬ 
ing: 

1. Full federal funding for stem 
cell research at the expense of the mili¬ 
tary budget: money for life, not death. 

2. Free and open access to all of 
the discoveries arising from the stem 
cell research projects. 

3. All profits made from drugs 
and treatments based upon the discover¬ 
ies from the stem cell research project 
to be used to provide free medical treat¬ 
ment throughout the world: from hu¬ 
mans to humans. 

M odem technology, including stem 
cell research, presents us with the 
opportunity to rid humankind of many 
of the currently untreatable diseases. 
This can be the future and this will be 
the future. 
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Crisis in the AFL-CIO 

Shows Need for Labor to Take Up Program of the Dispossessed 


BY PEOPLES TRIBUNE STAFF 

F or more than a year, the 
AFL-CIO has been em¬ 
broiled in an intense struggle 
to determine its national 
leadership and future di¬ 
rection. This struggle 
could culminate at the la¬ 
bor federation's national 
convention which opens 
July 25 at Chicago’s Navy 
Pier. It now appears likely 
that at least one major 
union — and possibly as 
many as three more — 
may withdraw from the 
AFL-CIO soon. This 
could set the stage for two 
separate trade union fed¬ 
erations in the United 
States. 

As this edition of the People’s Tri¬ 
bune goes to press, it is impossible to 
know the precise outcome of the in¬ 
tense maneuvering currently going 
on. However, irrespective of the spe¬ 
cific organizational results of this 
maneuvering, one thing will remain 
true (and decisive): The crisis in or¬ 
ganized labor shows the urgent need 
for the trade union movement to take 
up the program of the dispossessed. 

The struggle in the AFL-CIO has 
sparked a healthy discussion among 
trade unionists and the friends of or¬ 
ganized labor about the future of the 
union movement. This discussion 
needs to continue — and be deep¬ 
ened. The debate is not enhanced by 
abstract calls for “unity” which nev¬ 
er indicate who is to be united with 
(or for what purpose), or general ap¬ 
peals to “organize” which avoid in¬ 
dicating what program people will 
be organized around. 

The crisis in the AFL-CIO has to 
be seen as part of the crisis affecting 
all major institutions in our society. 
This crisis is a reflection of the pro¬ 
found economic changes sweeping 
the globe. 

In news articles about a possible 
split within the AFL-CIO, reference 
is often made to the famous split at 
the American Federation of Labor 
convention in 1935 which led to the 
formation of the CIO. This compari¬ 
son ignores the fact that the situation 
today is different. In 1935, industry 
dominated the economy of the Unit¬ 
ed States. The factories of the mass 
production industries required liter¬ 
ally millions of people in order to 
operate at full capacity. In 1935, 
workers could sing the verse in the 
union song “Solidarity Forever” 


which declares “Without our brain 
and muscle, not a single wheel could 
turn” with certainty. At that time, 
that proud statement was true. In the 
1930s, the debate within the union 
movement was over how to enlist 


those millions of industrial workers 
into the ranks of organized labor. 
GM's recent announcement of yet 
another round of job cuts shows how 
different the situation is today — 
qualitatively different. By the time 
GM finishes with this new round of 
job cuts, it will only employ as many 
hourly production workers in the en¬ 
tire United States as it employed in 
the city of Flint, Michigan alone in 
1970. 

T oday, the introduction of qualita¬ 
tively new means of production 
—electronics and robotics — is po¬ 
larizing society economically. This 
new reality means that the way 
things are distributed is no longer 
compatible with the way things are 
produced — and Americans are feel¬ 
ing the consequences. Those who 
once benefited from “middle class” 
incomes, job security, affordable 
housing, access to health care and 
education, and retirement income are 
now joining those who could never 
expect anything from the system. 
The “middle” in American society is 
being destroyed, opening the way for 
something new. This can be seen 
vividly in the U.S. trade union move¬ 
ment, a movement whose stated goal 
for some time has been to make it 
possible for its members to join the 
“middle class.” 

These attacks on labor are unfold¬ 
ing at the same time that this coun¬ 
try’s rulers are moving to eliminate 
every barrier to the free movement 
of capital throughout the world — 
and this stance has the support of 
both major political parties in the 
United States. 

Given this situation, the trade 
union movement has to change. The 
choice cannot be between staying on 


the current course or simply devot¬ 
ing more money and personnel to or¬ 
ganizing without a clear program. 

When the capitalist system was 
expanding, the social struggle was 
marked by the back-and-forth spar¬ 
ring between workers 
and employers, and the 
struggle of oppressed 
groups for access to the 
system. At that moment 
in history, the trade 
union movement could 
be organized for such 
sparring. Today, some¬ 
thing different is needed. 

The profound eco¬ 
nomic changes in society 
are tearing all old 
alliances apart. The 
connection between the 
working class and the capitalist class 
is being broken by the development 
of production without human labor. 
A new class is arising with no 
connection to the system and no 
stake in it. 

This new situation demands that 
organized labor think in new ways. 


Today, the emphasis should not be 
on “who’s in” or “who's out” of the 
AFL-CIO — or who's up or who's 
down in the furious jockeying for 
position currently going on within 
the trade union movement. Instead, 
to be productive, the discussion must 
focus on: What's right and what's 
wrong? What is labor's program? 

Labor’s program must be the 
broadest possible unity and most en¬ 
ergetic struggle in defense of this 
new class of the destitute and mar¬ 
ginalized. This means fighting for 


universal health care for all. It means 
fighting for free, quality public edu¬ 
cation for all, and for the rights of 
immigrant workers, documented and 
undocumented. It means not only 
championing the struggles of those 
who are employed and potential 
dues-paying union members, but the 
interests of the unemployed and re¬ 
tired and very young as well. It 
means putting forward independent 
class politics instead of relying on a 
Democratic Party which has made 
absolutely clear that it represents 
only the interests of capital. (The 
June 30 vote by the U.S. Senate to 
pass the Central America Free Trade 
Agreement was a particularly glaring 
example of this representation by the 
Democrats.) 

The days and months ahead could 
be marked by great strife within the 
house of labor. Whether that strife 
will change the union movement for 
the better or destroy it will depend 
not so much on who wins a particu¬ 
lar office or which unions stay in the 
AFL-CIO or leave it, but rather on 
what program organized labor rallies 


around. The stakes have never been 
higher. Today, the development of 
electronics and robotics means that it 
really is possible to “build a new 
world from the ashes of the old” — 
that is, to create a cooperative 
society. The place to start the strug¬ 
gle for that new world is through the 
development of an independent po¬ 
litical program that organizationally 
defends the needs and interests of 
the rapidly growing new class of 
dispossessed. 


The profound economic 
changes in society are tearing 
all old alliances apart. 
This new situation 
demands that organized labor 
think in new ways. 
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Benton Harbor Justice Rally A Success! 



BY LIBBY HUNTER 


B ENTON HARBOR, Michi¬ 
gan — Once a month, in the 
city of Benton Harbor, where 
justice is almost unheard of, 
and the promise of the Constitution is 
but a dream, crowds gather to hear 
speakers talk about the social injustice 
in Benton Harbor, the state, and the 
country. For an activist, it feels like 
there's now a place to go on a regular 
basis to listen to people talk about prob¬ 
lems, solutions, opinions, and to net¬ 
work. The speakers are inspiring and 


PHOTO: DAYMONJHARTLEY.COM 

exciting to hear. 

Benton Harbor Community Forums, 
sometimes called Rallies, are held once 
a month. The June 25 rally brought 
people from Chicago, Detroit, Fansing, 
Ann Arbor, Albion, St. Joseph, and 
Flint, and New York. Dorothy Pinkney 
opened the afternoon with a prayer, and 
reminded us that we are in a war. Rev. 
Carl Brown said that the entire state and 
country is witness to what's going on in 
Berrien County. 

In recent months, community leaders 
urged voters to recall a city commis¬ 
sioner who is backed by corporate inter¬ 


ests. When the recall was successful, 
Rev. Edward Pinkney was arrested 
April 18 on trumped-up "vote fraud" 
charges. If convicted, he faces up to 20 
years in prison. The community is de¬ 
manding an official investigation of the 
justice system in Berrien County. 

Carl E. Person, a New York anti-trust 
attorney, spoke about offsetting oppres¬ 
sion by elected officials by filing law¬ 
suits against government agencies and 
major corporations to get back money 
they are stealing from the poor. 

Marian Kramer, from the Michigan 
Welfare Rights Union, said: "Highland 
Park (a Detroit suburb) is run by an ap¬ 
pointed, not elected, manager — that's 
the plan for all cities. Water is the next 
gold. It is being privatized for the ben¬ 
efit of those who will make maximum 
profit." 

Claire McClinton, from the Poverty 
Round Table in Flint, said: "We've got 
to educate people on how the system 
works. When a police officer strikes a 
person that is the state against the peo¬ 
ple." 

Roderick Casey from Ypsilanti is cir¬ 
culating a petition for juries to be com¬ 
prised of at least six people (50 percent) 
who are the same color as the defen¬ 
dant. 

I reminded everyone to leave the Ral¬ 
ly and tell 10 people to stand up and 
fight. The recall election was good for 


one reason: those in power now see that 
Benton Harbor residents can get orga¬ 
nized and take action. This is a real 
war. 

To help with this effort, please send a 
postcard or letter to: The Attorney 
Grievance Commission, 243 W. Con¬ 
gress, Detroit, MI, 48226 or call 313- 
961-6585. Request a complete 
investigation into the activities of 
Berrien County Prosecutor James Cher¬ 
ry in relation to the recall election trial. 
The concern is whether Cherry fabricat¬ 
ed evidence. "I have been told the At¬ 
torney Grievance Commission would 
never investigate this case because it is 
about a black defendant and a white 
prosecutor," said Rev. Pinkney. 

The next Community Forum is Satur¬ 
day July 30, at 1p.m., at the Benton 
Harbor Public Fibrary, 215 Wall Street. 
For information, call Rev. Pinkney at 
269-925-0001. E-mail: 

banco9342@sbcglobal.net. Web site: 
bhbanco.blogspot.com. 

Send desperately needed tax-de¬ 
ductible donations for attorney fees to 
BANCO, 1940 Union St., Benton Har¬ 
bor, MI 49022. The T-shirt “Benton 
Harbor’s Most Wanted” will be mailed 
to you for a donation of $20 or more. 
Make check payable to BANCO. For 
tax deductions write “legal defense” in 
the memo field. 


Speakers for a New America 

JUSTICE SPEAKING TOUR 


VOICES FROM AMERICA'S RUST BELT 


Speakers include: 


“I see the justice tour as a chance to help people realize what is go¬ 
ing on in other places similar to theirs. My town and other towns in 
Michigan are increasingly threatened by poverty and deindustrializa¬ 
tion. To see that other communities are affected in the same way will, 

I hope, help people see the power that lies within their united hands. 
What is happening to Benton Harbor is happening all over the state 
and country. If we allow capitalism to continue its destructive wake, 
we will find all of us impoverished without an ability to stand up 
against it. Now is the time for unified action!” 

— Atlee McFellin, a student hosting a series of debates in Battle Creek, Michigan. 

America is in crisis. As industry shuts down, whole towns are dying 
or being taken over by corporate developers. Family homes are even 
subject to the profiteering, and the federal government passes new 
laws to legalize the theft. Those who stand up for justice, as in Ben¬ 
ton Harbor, Michigan, are met with police terror. Nearby, in Detroit 
and Flint, cities once known for being centers of auto manufacturing, 
former auto workers and their families struggle for water and shelter. 

The Justice Tour puts a spotlight on the immorality of a system that 
cares only about the private property, wealth and privilege of the few. 
The speakers bring a vision of hope for a New America. 



Rev. Edward 
Pinkney, a Benton 
Harbor, Michigan 
pastor who fights 
for the poor who 
was arrested on 
trumped up voter 
fraud charges; 



Marian Kramer, a 

leader who is fight¬ 
ing to turn water 
back on for 40,000 
Detroit households; 



Bob Lee, editor of 
the People's Tri¬ 
bune. 


These and other speakers are available. Call Sandy Reid at 
800-691-6888 or email speakers@lrna.org for a free Justice Tour 
packet about bringing speakers to your city. Find us on the Web 
at www.lrna.orgIspeakers. 
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VISION 

AND THE FIGHT FOR A NEW WORLD 


This column is a place for revolutionaries to de¬ 
bate why a cooperative society is a practical solution 
to the problems people are fighting out. We welcome 
your thoughts about the articles we are running and 
we welcome your articles. Future articles will be on 
jobs and a new society; culture and a new society; 
and more. You can view all articles at 
http://www.lrna.org/speakers/vision.html. E-mail 
sandy@lrna.org or write: People's Tribune, P.O. Box 
3524, Chicago, IL 60654 

My Utopia 

BY LAUREN INGRAHAM 

W hen I heard the great Nigerian author 
(see the quote from Chinua Achebe be¬ 
low) say this in a video interview, it 
struck a chord with me. This is be¬ 
cause I began to be more aware of society when I 
started working with children. I saw in young chil¬ 
dren's eyes hope and excitement to learn about the 
world around them. I saw that we ask a lot of chil¬ 
dren in a classroom, in some ways more than we ask 
of ourselves. Everyday, children practice three things 
that make their classroom run well — understanding, 
kindness, and sharing — ideas at the center of my vi¬ 
sion of a Utopia. 

First of all, in my utopia, no one will go hungry. 
Everyone will have a home and everything they need 
to live. Don't children learn better when they have 
every available resource at their fingertips? In a 
classroom we share everything. The Lego table be¬ 
longs to no one. The play-dough is fair game. Every¬ 
one gets an equal amount of crackers. Every child 
has a cubbyhole and a cozy place to take a nap. Chil¬ 
dren can understand these concepts, why can't 
grown-ups? 

In America today, there are already Wal-Marts on 
nearly every corner and in every small town. There is 
clearly no shortage of food and supplies. The world 
is capable of producing so much of everything. The 
problem is how people are allowed to receive these 
goods. In my Utopia everyone will of course be able 
to have whatever they need and probably then some. 


These stores can serve as the places people will go 
when they need toilet paper, lunch, or a new DVD 
player. If someone needs one of these items, they 
will be welcome to it. For homes, there are great big 
wide-open spaces in this world that will be used effi¬ 
ciently so that everyone can have what they need. No 
one will have to live under a bridge. 

My first day on the job in a preschool, I walked 
out to my car thinking that this was the first job I had 
that made me feel really good about having a job. 
All my previous jobs were jobs robots could do. In a 
sense, now a robot or computer does my old job, 
checking out people from the grocery store. It is 
wonderful that people have learned to make technol¬ 



ogy that can make things a little easier or more con¬ 
venient. But it is not wonderful that now there might 
be less jobs. 

In my Utopia everyone will have work to do. It 
will be everyone's job to make sure that everyone has 
what he or she needs. Lots of people have different 
skills, talents, and abilities that will be useful in my 
Utopia. Sharing these capabilities will be key to 
building the best schools, homes, community cen¬ 
ters, and places to get supplies. 


In this Utopia, schools will be open to anyone who 
would like to come. Children will enjoy school be¬ 
cause the programs will be geared toward what ex¬ 
cites them based on their development. All schools 
will have the finest materials. Teachers will be there 
because they want to teach. Higher education will be 
free and open to any adult as well. People will go to 
colleges to learn rather than to simply obtain a high¬ 
er wage job. 

Just as dozens of kids come to help out when a 
child falls on the playground, the people in my 
Utopia will jump at the chance to help out their fel¬ 
low man. Hospitals will be more than they have 
ever been, providing the very best care to everyone. 


Community centers will also be in place to support 
hospitals and schools and serve as places for people 
to gather and connect. 

As our children learn to do, we will value, respect 
and appreciate different cultures and personal beliefs. 
We will help other lands as best we can if they wish 
us to. We can only live by example and share and be 
open with others. We will welcome the differences 
between people. 

My Utopia will be open and encouraging to all 
forms of art. Art connects people and helps them un¬ 
derstand the world around them. When a child paints 
a picture or creates a puppet show, that child does an 
invaluable service for his or her self and the rest of 
the group. People will be encouraged to make art, to 
write, to act, to do anything that strikes a dramatic 
chord in our hearts. 

In my Utopia, government will exist solely to 
make sure these principles get carried out. If a per¬ 
son commits a crime against another person, a great 
deal of effort will go into understanding why that 
person committed that crime. Crime will generally 
be scarce in my Utopia because everyone will have 
his or her needs met. When someone does turn 
against the people of our community, we will know 
we need to help that person and understand their 
thinking. People will always be treated with respect 
and care no matter what act they have done. Some¬ 
times this will be hard, but not as hard as the way we 
do things today. 

It is hard to explain to children why they don't live 
in a big house or why they don't get to go to Disney¬ 
land like other children. It is hard to tell them that 
their mom or dad has lost his job because someone 
else across the globe will do it cheaper. It is hard to 
explain why their school can't afford musical instru¬ 
ments while across town the band has plenty. We 
start off teaching children about fairness and equali¬ 
ty, and down the road, we take it back — teaching 
them that the world isn't fair. 

Some parts of life will never be fair. We saw this 
when hundreds of thousands of people died because 
of an earthquake in the ocean last year. But surely 
when inequalities are only in place to protect the 
wealth of just a small fraction of the population, that 
injustice can be changed. 

Chinua Achebe was right. People must learn to be¬ 
come like chil¬ 
dren. People 
must learn to 
understand the 
world before 
making judg¬ 
ments about 
right and 

wrong. Just like 
children in a 
classroom, peo¬ 
ple must learn 
to understand 
the differences 
between us. Kindness comes naturally to a child. 
With this kindness children create a nurturing and 
happy world for themselves. It makes sense to them 
to make sure everyone has enough. It makes sense to 
me to share the wealth of the world. It makes sense 
to not let children starve to death or go without 
health care. If people can embrace these ideas and 
work together as one to make it happen, then a revo¬ 
lution will take place. My utopian ideas are not that 
far fetched. I have seen children make them a reality. 

Lauren Ingraham is an artist and teacher who 
works with children in Kansas City. 


People need to learn to become like children. 
Children can fly. Everything is possible to a child. 

—Chinua Achebe 

Produced and directed by Gail Peillett. Video recording. Public Affairs Television. 1994 
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Making Poverty History 
is an International Aim 


BY JAN LIGHTFOOT LANE 

I t’s time the richest nation in the 
world ends it owns poverty. The 
British rockers Razorlight are the 
latest celebrities to join the high- 
profile “Make Poverty History” coali¬ 
tion. This coalition is against world 
poverty. On July 2 in Edinburgh, 
Scotland, the coalition hoped that 
many wanting the third world poverty 
to end would come to a tens of thou¬ 
sands party to spread the word. 

A Maine non-profit — Hospitality 
House Inc. — claims it is past time 
for America to wipe out human lack 
of its own. The richest country in the 
world should not have the greatest 
number of underpaid workers. 

The aims of “Respect Our Work¬ 
ers” by the struggling group called 
Hospitality House Inc., is parallel to 
the UK coalition work to Make 
Poverty History. The Maine group is 
also striving to end poverty by pro¬ 
moting livable, or full wages and 
good working conditions, in industri¬ 
alized countries. 

From their Web sites, the Make 
Poverty History coalition believes 
“Poverty is not inevitable. Poverty is 
preventable — if people have the will 
to act. Together we can Make Pover¬ 
ty History.” Make Poverty History 
also aims to stamp out third world 
debt, and champion fair trade. 

Cameron Diaz , Pavarotti, and oth¬ 
ers in the US and the United King¬ 
dom recently filmed their own 
advertisement for the cause (May 11, 
2005), featuring in their own individ¬ 
ual Make Poverty History promos. 


The advertising campaign shows 
well-known figures clicking their fin¬ 
gers, with each click representing the 
devastating fact that every three sec¬ 
onds a child dies in poverty. 

The Baritone Pavarotti will do a 
concert to end deaths caused by 
poverty in Africa. Human lack is the 
result of people not being willing to 
share. 

The Maine non-profit also wants to 
utilize an advertising campaign to 
change societal attitude. The cam¬ 
paign will be used much the same 
way smoking advertisements are uti¬ 
lized to reduce the rate of teenage 
smoking. 

Perhaps the Maine non-profit can 
locate celebrities of its own to pro¬ 
mote “Respect for our Workers”. But 
Hospitality House Inc. will need help 
from the public to place ads. We need 
to place ads with sentiments such as, 
“When people work as hard as they 
can, they deserve a pay rate which 
covers a bit beyond their basic 
needs.” 

The difference between “Make 
Poverty History” and Hospitality’s 
“Respect Our Workers” aims are sim¬ 
ply the target. Hospitality House Inc. 
aims to educate the public about the 
miserable rate of wages, poverty and 
its causes. 

Our non-profit seeks to eradicate 
human lack, and aspires to change the 
thinking of our population and give a 
voice to the poor. Rather than merely 
calling for the government to make 
more over the board changes to aid 
programs which gives the rest of the 
population comfort in a false sense, 


we want to see that all who need as¬ 
sistance will receive full assistance. 
This is the goal of us at Hospitality 
House Inc., in Maine. Our aim is 
working to give a forum for ideas of 
those in the front seat, the poor. 

We are different from “Make 
Poverty History” only in that we spot¬ 
light industrialized poverty, rather 
then the lack of third world countries. 
Both groups want to bring poverty 
into the fore thought of the communi¬ 
ties. 

Hospitality House Inc. just started 
its campaign in 2005, with a two-year 
program to raise the working stan¬ 
dards for Maine nurses. The tax-ex¬ 
empt non-profits lacks the US or 
England’s movie or rock stars or even 
cash to raise an effective campaign. 
Yet, like the coalition of “Make 
Poverty History,” we will attempt to 
entice caring people from all over the 
globe to join us. 

We believe other caring advocates 
from all over the states will join our 
campaign. Then the Maine “Respect 
Our Workers” campaign will be a 
model for the US operation of eradi¬ 
cating human lack. 

We need stars to enter into the 
fight to make the voice of the under¬ 
paid heard. It will take many hands 
and hearts, and wallets to bring victo¬ 
ry to the uplifting of humanity. 

Anyone who can help Hospitality 
House Inc. to fund or to create and 
publish ads, send your ideas, letters of 
support, and donations to Hospitality 
House Inc., PO Box 62, Hinckley, 
ME, 04944, USA. 




People’s Tribune Radio is the monthly half hour news magazine that brings the voices 
of the people to the airwaves. Tune in to hear some of the most provocative stories, 
interviews, and ideas available on the radio or online in real audio. 

Contact: 1.800.691.6888 or ptradio4@hotmail.com 
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printed monthly, and depends on articles, comments, and criticisms from readers. If you have something to contribute, feel free. 
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The Risks of 
Following Jesus 


BY BRENDA MATTHEWS 


O n July 4 I will travel to Char¬ 
lotte, North Carolina, to the 
Mennonite Church Youth 
Convention, where I will dis¬ 
cuss the risks involved in following 
Christ. My message to these young peo¬ 
ple is simply that we take many risks in 
our lives, so how much more is it to risk 
our lives in sharing the gospel for 
Christ? 

I don't think we need to fear anything. 
The bible says ”1 HAVE NOT GIV¬ 
EN YOU A SPIRIT OF FEAR 
BUT OF PEACE, LOVE, AND 
SOUND MIND.” For such a time as 
this, the time has come to reach out to 
humanity and share the message of 
Christ. The eye of the revolution will 
come from our youth. And, like Christ, 
we must prepare our youth to share the 
gospel with the world. They are the fu¬ 
ture kingdom builders and world chang¬ 
ers. I like that scripture that says no 
weapon formed against you shall pros¬ 
per. So our youth can go boldly and fear 
no man or nothing, because God will 
guide and protect them. 

When we look at what the risks are in 
being a follower of Jesus Christ, in my 
mind I think of the many risks that he 
himself faced. Jesus was a stone to the 
bone revolutionary, and a sure fire radi¬ 
cal. What he faced daily was not an is¬ 
sue to him. Jesus was the finder of lost 
souls, and in his heart he felt compas¬ 
sion for the common people, and was 
determined to spread the Gospel at any 
cost. Wherever he went, there were con¬ 
tinuous plots to have him killed, all be¬ 
cause he wanted to give people 
something that would change their life 
forever with eternal benefits. 

Jesus spent most of his time in the 
community sharing the gospel and giv¬ 
ing leadership to the disciples, whose 
job was to make more people like them¬ 
selves. The disciples were kingdom 
builders, and Jesus gave them the same 
abilities that he had. They had on-the- 
job training, so while working in the 
community, they could teach the com¬ 
munity how to organize and strategize, 
and how to work as a team and use the 
Gospel as a tool or a roadmap to get the 
job done. 


As Jesus ministered in the communi¬ 
ty, part of his ministry was healing the 
sick, feeding the hungry, raising the 
dead, and so much more. Meaning Je¬ 
sus took the time to make sure people 
had proper medical care. He made sure 
there was food so that low-income fami¬ 
lies had sufficient meals; he gave life 
lessons, economic strategies; he talked 
about investment plans and quality of 
life, especially for those who lived be¬ 
low poverty. 

Jesus loved all people. His revolution 
was for humanity. He loved children and 
invested in families. Death threats, plots 
to kill him and all the lies and deceit 
were of no concern to him. Jesus had a 
mission and by any means necessary his 
mission would be completed. Even as 
we look at him on the cross, he gave his 
life as a ransom. He died so that all 
mankind would be free. 

My question today is, are we too con¬ 
cerned about the consequences of 
spreading the gospel? Are we so afraid 
that we are willing to see humanity lose? 
Are we to afraid to say boldly, stop the 
war and send our troops home? Will we 
continue to see children exploited, 
starved and abused around this world, as 
we keep our eyes closed and our mouths 
shut? I FEEL LIKE JESUS WHEN HE 
SAYS, ’WHEN YOU DO IT TO 
THE LEAST OF THESE YE 
HAVE ALSO DONE IT UNTO 
ME”. 

In closing I'm reminded of a phrase I 
heard while in Africa over ten years ago: 
’’I’D RATHER DIE ON MY FEET 
THAN LIVE ON MY KNEES.” 

People, wake up, it’s time to do the work 
of Christ. We are kingdom builders and 
world changers. Christ feared no one 
and my question is, so why do you? 

Brenda Matthews is an actress, poet, 
playwright, and social activist from 
Chicago, Illinois. Her performances in¬ 
spire a commitment to build a society 
that cherishes all. She travels to commu¬ 
nities around the country that have been 
assaulted by poverty, and through her 
art of poetry and expression leaves her 
audience with a new outlook. She has 
two CDs out: "Tapestry of the Heart" 
and “Somebody Better Say Something. ” 



New! Spirit of the 
Revolution Pamphlet 

Speakers for a New America Books 
announces the publication of “Spirit of the 
Revolution,” a compilation of articles from 
the People’s Tribune on topics of spirituality 
and the revolution for a new America and a 
new world. 

To order, send $5 for each copy to 
RO. Box 3524, Chicago, IL, 60654 
or call 1.800.691.6888. 

We are urgently seeking donations 
to publish in bulk. 

Please send your donation, made payable 
to “Speakers for a New America” 
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WE’RE 

STILL 

SLAVES 

Modem Day Slavery in 

i’s San Joaquin Valley 


BY BLACK ROSE 


The King of California: J.G. Boswell 
and the Making of a Secret American Em¬ 
pire is a new book which tells "how the 
Boswells, a Georgia slave-owning family 
who migrated to California in the 1920s, 
drained one of America's biggest lakes and 
carved out the richest cotton kingdom in the 
world." 

I grew up in a cotton camp in California's 
San Joaquin Valley, which has been dominat¬ 
ed for decades by the Boswells and other cor¬ 
porate farmers. They became rich from our 
sweat and blood. 

At about age five or six, you would be giv¬ 
en a small sack so you could learn to pick. 

Your hands would be burning, cut because 
you're stuck from the ends of the cotton bolls. 

Even though there were snakes and skunks 
out there, your parents would tell you to keep 
working, let's get back about it. 

The school system tolerated the students 
staying out of school for as much as a month 
at a time. The excuse was: The farmers have 
to bring in the crops. 

Out in the fields, the only break you had was for a sand¬ 
wich. Many of us today are sick because of the defoliants 
we were exposed to in the fields. My mother died from it. 

On the other hand, I've been in the homes of these "gen¬ 
tleman ranchers." They actually have airstrips there; they 
fly over their acreage and radio down to their section 
bosses in their new trucks. Then they talk about their hard 
day's work. Every one of them gets federal subsidies, cor¬ 
porate welfare, but they all like to talk about how lazy the 
people in the Valley are. These are your diehard conserv¬ 
atives. 

UNITY 

The camp scene was basically white, black, and His¬ 
panic. The Boswells managed to keep each camp separate 
based on race. The Okies, the whites who came out, lived 
in shanties. At first, according to my father, their lives 
were hell. Many of them had nothing to eat. The differ¬ 
ence was that after a while they were able to assimilate 



Homelessness is the worst expression of the 
poverty created by advancing technology. 


into the cities and some were promoted to field bosses, ir¬ 
rigators, or tractor drivers, jobs that paid more than pick¬ 
ing cotton. 

Many times on the weekends, everyone would meet up 
and talk. A lot of times the blacks and Hispanics didn't re¬ 
alize they were getting paid less than the whites so when 
people got to talking, it would create problems for the 
bosses. 

My parents would always say: They really don't want 
us coming together. That's why the Klan had chapters in 
Fresno, in Clovis, and down through that valley. I would¬ 
n't be surprised if people like Boswell helped to bring 
them in. 

Today, we can unite because the system has cast us all 
aside. Begrudgingly, because you still have people believ¬ 
ing that based upon race or status the opportunity's wait¬ 
ing just around the corner. But, for some reason, it hasn't 
arrived just yet. I think many of them are getting the mes¬ 
sage that it's not going to arrive. 
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TECHNOLOGY 

When they brought 
the machines in to pick 
the cotton, I remember 
being in the fields and 
looking over about a 
quarter of a mile and see¬ 
ing these big huge two¬ 
wheeled monsters. I saw 
grown men cry and say: 
"Lord, what are we going 
to do now?" 

The machines took the 
jobs in the cotton fields. 

What happened to these 
people? Many of them wound up incarcerated or on drugs. 
Now the main industry in Corcoran, the center of 
Boswell's empire, is the prison. The prison industry has 
replaced the slave labor camps which had replaced planta¬ 
tion slavery. 

But now we've got slave labor camps all over again. It's 
not cotton anymore — a bunch of blacks and Mexicans in 
the fields — now they've got some of everybody inside of 
an institution and they're working them. The reason I use 
the word slave is because they are hiring out that prison 
labor for nothing. 

But technology doesn't have to be an enemy to us poor 
people. It can be very instrumental, very helpful. There's 
another possible scenario with the machines. We have the 
technology to create enough for everyone. 

FREE AT LAST 

The San Joaquin Valley, from Bakersfield to Sacramen¬ 
to, is the breadbasket of the world, the horn of plenty. 

Plenty for whom? Corporate farmers. As far 
as the eye can see in any direction, all the 
land is owned by someone like Boswell. 
How can all this land be owned by just one 
man, to do what with it? 

With California agriculture under the 
control of the corporate farmers, we have a 
situation where three million adults in Cali¬ 
fornia do not have enough to eat. The land 
and the people who've worked it have been 
poisoned. 


We need to have a vision of what will 
happen when we, the public, take control of 
that breadbasket away from the corporate 
farmers who have proven that they are not 
qualified to own it. We will make sure that 
everyone has plenty to eat. We will live in 
harmony with Mother Earth instead of poi¬ 
soning her. Crime rates will go way down. 
The days of slavery will finally be over. 





















